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I am not very good at writing long reports, so I will try to write everything shortly
but concretely. The reason I applied for the study program was very simple. I
wanted to experience everything I've been learning about for all these years on
Japanese Studies. There is no use in learning about a culture only from books,
without checking the knowledge with reality. I believe that this program opened my
eyes to what Japan is and who are the people who live there. To my mind, it’s
impossible to study about any culture without learning about its traditions. I think
that every piece of tradition was born from religion and superstitions. That is why
this program was so important to me — it made it possible to see what Japan is,
while being in the place where its soul comes from.

I admit that sometimes it was very difficult for us to get used to the speed. It's not
the same speed we live in Europe. Sometimes the language was a bit difficult too.
But, to be honest, nobody said it would be easy. We had very little time and a lot
things to do. Everybody was doing their best and trying to learn more and more. I
cannot believe how many things we were able to experience. I think we were very
lucky to learn under the guidance of amazing lecturers and coordinators, who were
always ready and eager to help us, even when our problems and questions seemed
to be silly. We were able to see, hear, learn, taste and touch more than we expected.
Volunteers were extremely helpful and always happy, cheering us up every time
someone had a worse day. Furthermore, it was possible to create a group which acts
like one organism and all the participants were constantly ready to support its
every member. We were able to create international friendships. I consider this
program very precious and I think I am not the only one. It definitely changed me.

Thank you for this hard work you put in organizing this amazing program.
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